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The Perfect Dinner
When I’m not in my role on the Tidewater Emmaus Board, I am busy working my other jobs: parenting and
training. As a training professional, one of the countless courses I’ve had to deliver over the years was one
on leadership. At the entrance to the classroom I posted the following Dilbert cartoon strip:

The point about making unpopular decisions again and again always resonates with me. That is often at the
heart of leadership. Jesus knew this all too well. He warned us of this very thing time and again.
One thing I have learned, after receiving course evaluations for over 20 years, is that you can never please
everyone. Things are too fast, or too slow, or too confusing, or too simplified. No matter what I do, typically
about 90% of the trainees are pleased with the course, but there’s always that 10% that no regardless of
how it’s presented it just doesn’t work for them.
I find leadership on the home front to be challenging as well. I don’t know if it’s a leader thing, or a woman
thing, or just my desire for approval, but I find myself incredibly stressed out over dinner. It seems there is
no perfect dinner that I can make where everyone in the family is happy. I want nutritious, well balanced,
healthy meals, but I go nuts trying to please four different palates. It’s all about texture, or it’s about sauce
(or no sauce), or it’s no pork, or some vegetables, but not others. I literally dread shopping for the food and
cooking it because I know I can never please everyone. But as a leader is it my job to please everyone in the
family? Or is it my job to give them healthy options and allow them to learn to find a way to work with the
meals they get?
I bet you can relate to what I’m saying in life, at work, and at church. You walked Emmaus and it was
amazing. You went back to your church and community ready to be the glowing light of Jesus, and wham,
you found challenge after challenge. Keep at it! His Kingdom is worth fighting for. God has prepared us for
leadership. He has given us the tools and strength to do His work. He never said it would be easy. He said
He would always be with us. Come to think of it, maybe that’s why we say grace before eating. He knew
there would never be a perfect dinner.
Praying you have the heart of a pilgrim.
--Lea Anne

Have you checked out our

lately.

Here’s a thought. During one of my psychology classes about 100 years ago, we discussed a theory in
which 100 marks were on a sheet of paper, 99 Os and 1 X, the theory alludes to the fact that most
people will ignore the 99 Os and key in on the 1 X. Well I’m asking you to do that with the website. The
99 Os represent the positive aspects of the website while the 1 X is where we need to tweak a little.
Let us know what needs tweaking as only with feedback will we make it more informative and user
friendly.
While you are at it, take a couple minutes to see the changes, catch up on old business or take a trip
down memory lane (no relation to Ben). http://www.tidewateremmaus.org/

Walk Pictures
Thank you for your response regarding walk pictures, we have a few more, but we are still a little shy
from having all the walks. Please check the website periodically to see if your walk is listed. If not,
please let us borrow your information. It will be returned in tact and unharmed. Let the new members
see what the “Best Walk Ever” looks like.

Reunion Groups
Reunion groups are a way of staying in touch with your Emmaus brothers and sisters but more importantly staying
rooted in the principles of Emmaus. The bonding experience is phenomenal.
There are many evolutions associated with being a Christian that are difficult, starting a Reunion Group is not one of
them. If you check the list on the Reunion Group page and there isn’t an open group in your area, then start one. Trust
the Lord to guide you.
If you need assistance or know of an open reunion group that is not listed, please contact the Continuity Director
(training/reunion groups) (jordanpeg62@yahoo.com)

I want to thank those of you that have sent me information about past walks. The
restoration is coming along. I still need information Team lists or pilgrim lists from quite a
few walks. If you were a teamer, a pilgrim, or just happen to have the information, please
forward the list to me so that we can have a complete listing of all our walk participants.
In HIs Service,
Arnie Lindblad
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The Board

Be sure to look at the August “Board Notes” under “Current News” on your home
page of our website (http://www.tidewateremmaus.org).

If you know of someone who is not receiving the prayer requests or newsletters,
please let me know as they are suffering from “Emmaus Information Withdrawal”.
If you have ideas to improve our communications, just send me an e-mail at: bassai@cox.net.

Annual Southeast Regional Emmaus/Chrysalis Gathering
Sue and I had the honor of attending the Southeast Regional Emmaus/Chrysalis Gathering in beautiful St. Simons Island
off the southeastern coast of Georgia on Labor Day Weekend. We realize we are in the Northeastern Region, however,
it is all one Emmaus community and besides it seemed like a wonderful place to spend the weekend.
During the three days (imagine that!) we attended four gatherings which featured many of the older songs we have
th
grown to love, each gathering also featured a 4 day and a keynote speaker one of which was Rev. Victor Perez. As was
th
expected, the 4 day speakers tugged at our heartstrings with stories of how God had changed their lives in miraculous
ways.
The keynote speakers discussed the history of Emmaus as well as the future and we got a glimpse into what “Impact
360” is all about.
What impressed me most was the phenomenal growth experienced and being experienced by Emmaus/Chrysalis
communities over the years. We now have nearly 600 communities throughout the United States and the world with
more being formulated every year.
As a result of my snapshot into history during the gathering, I decided to amplify my knowledge by attending a breakout
group on Emmaus History. What really intrigued me was the facilitator was on the very first walk held in Peoria, Ill in
the 1970’s and he also helped write the original guidelines that were adapted from the Cursillo movement. Just to
summarize all the information I gleaned from his and other discussions would take more pages than I have to work with
but I will add more tidbits of our Walk to Emmaus heritage in successive newsletters. So be sure to stay tuned.
Needless to say, our weekend was awesome and in true Emmaus tradition full-filling. Unlike Tidewater, they didn’t put
out snacks but they had 3 full course meals everyday. Had we been driving an 18-wheeler, we might have eaten all our
meals at the Epworth Methodist Center, but we wanted to fit into our vehicle, so we ate several meals on the local
economy which I also recommend.
Hope you can join us next year.
DeColores
Jack & Sue Meservey

Sponsorship Challenge
Okay Tidewater Emmaus Community, we have a challenge for you. Let’s see how many DIFFERENT
churches we can have represented on TW92 and TW93. We love our pilgrims from the churches that
typically send folks on these walks and we hope those churches once again plan to send pilgrims this fall.
However, we are wondering how many other churches are out there who have never had anyone attend
a Tidewater Emmaus weekend.
The challenge is to reach out to your neighbors, golfing buddies, bridge club members, soup
kitchen volunteers, scouting organizations, and just about everywhere else in the area to talk
to people about the Walk to Emmaus. The men’s walk is October 14-17, the women’s walk is
October 21-24.
The application deadline is just around the corner … September 18 for the men’s walk
and September 25 for the women’s walk. If you are sponsoring a couple get their
applications to us by September 25.
Are you up for the challenge? How many new and different churches can we have
represented on the upcoming walks?
Don’t forget there is a wonderful, brief video on the Tidewater Emmaus website
www.tidewateremmaus.org (see What is Emmaus?) that explains the weekend and the
fourth day component. Pilgrim and Sponsor applications are available on our website
or from any TWE Board member. Pray and listen for God’s guidance on sponsorship.
The mission of Tidewater Emmaus is to strengthen all churches in our community, not
just our own.

Colossians 4:2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving
Prayer is our invitation to the Holy Spirit to come into our lives and our situations. It is our primary form of
communication with Jesus. It helps us stay focused on Him, increase our faith and truly move mountains.
The Apostle Matthew summed it up quite eloquently when he said; “Whatever things you ask in prayer,
believing you shall receive (Matt 21:22)”. Each weekend at Wakefield is completely about “the work of
the Holy Spirit and prayer”….not about us or the world around us. Please consider signing up for the
upcoming walks to pray. The prayer vigils are posted on the TWE website: www.tidewateremmaus.org
You sign up for a 30 minute block to pray to your Father in Heaven and make supplications for the work of
the Holy Spirit in the lives of the pilgrims and teams of TW92 and TW93…30 minutes to worship, give thanks
and give hope to the continued spreading of the gospel through the strengthening of the Christian walk of
those on the road to Emmaus …..
You can ALWAYS email me at: mbsworld1@cox.net

Gathering

Get Directions

Our next gathering is September 24th (Friday) at 7:00 PM at Magnolia UMC in Suffolk.
(http://mapq.st/h/9-nNc4)
We would love for this to serve as a joint gathering for our communities.
Magnolia has people that have walked TW and PR.
If any of your musicians are interested in playing please have your MD contact our music director Stan
Bowen (stanbowen@charter.net) to work out the details.
R. Shaun Smith
RShaunSmith@verizon.net
757-408-5433
PR51

